CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  7th DECEMBER 2006.
Present:
David Brown : Chair


Douglas Micklethwait 


Simon Falla



Jonny Sykes







David Clark : Parish Clerk

In attendance : There were none
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES : 
Cllr Withers (family/school matters),  Cllr Quirk (funeral),  Cllr Harker (storm emergency at work). Also from KDC Cllr Peter Veasey.    The Clerk confirmed that the meeting was quorate (minimum of 3 needed). 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  the Chair declared an interest in Item 11.3 since his property borders on that of the applicant: Cllr Sykes declared an interest in Item 11.2 as the applicant..
ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 2nd November 06 was proposed by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.  

ITEM  4 :   WINTER GRITTING OF PARISH ROADS
4.1
In the absence of any members of the public it was decided that the two Public Houses should be asked to display maps showing the revised & extended routes.   Clerk to arrange.

ITEM  5 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.  
5.1
Item 4.1 Verge Protection Pilot Scheme.  A Licence to Cultivate was awaited from WCC.
5.2
Item 7 : Property Valuations for Insurance.  The Chair advised that Rowan Cherrington (Chair of CFPC and Playing Fields Cttee) had advised that the current value (£70,410) was appropriate.  Action on War Memorial value still outstanding. 

5.3
Item 8:  Objection to BT Pole at Cadley Green.  A specific response was still awaited.
5.4
Item 10 :  Additional Amenity Skip.   The Clerk confirmed a booking for w/e beginning 12 January: to be located at Village Hall to serve total Parish with consent of Hall Committee.

5.5
Item 16 : Parish Steward Scheme. The Clerk advised that an engineer would attend shortly to assess priority of outstanding items – flooding of two CFPC houses in Lower Chute had added urgency to this.

5.6
Item 18 : Dog Mess. The Clerk’s item in the CHRONICLE was applauded. The Clerk confirmed that he had already received a request for some Poop Scoop bags which was a small but hopeful response.
ITEM  6 :  FINANCE : APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
6.1
Approval of payment of £60.00 to KDC in respect of amenity skip hire in October was proposed  by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Falla, and agreed by all.   
ITEM 7 :
FINANCE : GRANT TO PLAYING FIELDS
7.1
The Chair had not yet been able to establish if this grant-in-aid was necessary. Action : Chair
ITEM 8 :
FINANCE : PRECEPT FOR F/Y 2007/08
8.1
The cost assumptions made in the proposed Precept were accepted to be reasonable but the resultant Precept of £5000 : an increase of 16% = £700 on current year was felt to be too high. It was agreed that an increase of no more than 5% = £215 should be the target and that detailed justification for the reduction of some £500 in the Precept should be sought in the area of Grants and Reserves.  Key points raised were :-
8.1.1
Playing Field grant . Whilst it was prudent to maintain the proposed level of grants, if it were determined that this was not essential in current year the resultant increase in forecast end of year cash balance would reduce the Precept calculation for next year by £200.  
8.1.2
Well House Maintenance Reserve. This assumed that the life of the thatch was 13 years.   This could reasonably be extended to15 years and the appropriate re-scheduling of the commitment would result in a reduction in the proposed provision next year (from £750 to £450) by £300.  
8.1.3
Quality Parish Reserve.    It was noted that the one off costs of achieving such status, should it be decided to be necessary, were ill defined.  It would not therefore be unreasonable to reduce this by £100 (to £200).
8.1.4
General Contingency Reserve.   Although rigorous, it could be argued that the overall programme of reserves was sufficiently specific to justify a reduction in this reserve (by £100) to £150.
8.1.5
Election Costs Reserve.    The proposed reserve of £440 would not meet the maximum possible cost of £650 advised by KDC but the cost could be as little as £75.   In the circumstances a reduction of £100 (to £340) could be defended. In the event that costs exceeded this, the under-provision would have to be clawed back in 2008/09 but the explanation would be self evident. 
8.2
A consensus then emerged to the effect that that there was sufficient flexibility to justify a reduction in the proposed Precept to the target level. Cllr Falla proposed that a Precept of £4500 should be approved and the specific cost adjustments to support this be finally agreed at the next meeting once a decision on the current year Playing Field Grant had been reached: seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.
ITEM 9 :
POLICE MATTERS
6.1
The Clerk confirmed that Cllr Harker had written to the Police Authority as agreed at the last meeting.   It was agreed that no further action was needed at present.
ITEM  10:  
TREES AT SOUTH/SE  BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW
10.1 
The Chair noted that the Clerk had had an on-site meeting with a Shaftesbury Housing Association (SHA) Tenancy Services Officer (Claire Adams) on 1 December and drew attention to the notes of the matters discussed which had been e.mailed to all members – copy to be filed with these minutes.  The Clerk summarised key points as :-
The SHA tree surgeon had cut down the trees which KDC had identified as representing the most immediate danger.  Ms Adams would consult with him shortly to establish what was planned to deal with the other trees which KDC had identified as needing action.
Ms Adams accepted the logic of the KDC/Parish Council desire to see the 5m planting belt reinstated and maintained (as per the original planning permission for the Tibbs Meadow development). Also that extension of the line of trees at the extreme SE area of the belt with Whitebeam as recommended by KDC seemed to represent a good compromise which would both shield the SHA houses somewhat from the entry to the Conservation Area and allow adequate light into the gardens of those houses.
Ms Adams accepted that the residents of the houses backing on to the planting belt had to be consulted before an action plan was finalised and that the Parish Council and KDC should be consulted in the formulation of that plan.  
10.2
It was agreed that the meeting had gone well and the next approach from SHA was now awaited.  Funding seemed to be the only real problem but, given the possibility of KDC grant in aid of replanting, a good outcome was hoped for. 
ITEM 11 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
11.1
Application 55507/F Standen Farm : change of roofing.  After discussion a proposal of ‘no objection’ was made by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Falla and agreed by all.
11.2
Application 55531/F New Zealand Farm : new grain store.  Cllr Sykes withdrew for this item (see Item 2 above).  After discussion a proposal of ‘no objection’ was made by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.  It was noted that Cllr Withers had recorded an unspecified reservation during circulation – although absent and unable to vote, the Chair undertook to speak to her later to clarify her position. (Clark’s note: the Chair subsequently established that the matter was not related  to the planning process.) 
11.3
Application 55579/Tr Old Vicarage: supp’y tree work.
The Chair withdrew for this item (see Item 2 above) – Cllr Sykes presided.  After discussion a proposal of ‘no objection’ was made by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Falla, and agreed by all.  
11.4
To note and confirm all received/processed since last meeting .   The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:-

55131/F  Meerkat Burrows, Upper Chute: Extension.  No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.

55170/T  Meerkat Burrows, Upper Chute: remove tree branches. .  No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.
55269/F  1 Tolleys Cottages, Cadley: extension + garage. Conditional support by PC. Now approved by KDC.

55265/T  Old Vicarage, Upper Chute: Tree works.   No objection PC. Now approved by KDC.
55438/F  Collis Farm, Upper Chute: Construct Tennis Court. No objection PC.
ITEM 12 :
WCC EXERCISE WINDFALL
12.1
The Chair recorded that he and Cllrs Micklethwait and Harker plus the Clerk had taken part in the Exercise on the evening of 9th November in support of Barry Caddick (CEV). He outlined the Exercise assumptions and summarised the key outcomes as:-
The community has many resources but there is no clear and publicly recognised process (as yet) to activate these, to initiate help and  to quickly establish response mechanisms to (eg) control traffic on the narrow roads and enable access by emergency services.  The variability of  mobile phone signals was a particular challenge.
12.2
The Chair proposed to set up a sub-committee with the CEV in attendance as adviser: all Councillors  to be involved.  This was agreed as the way forward by all – for further discussion at next meeting. 
ITEM 13 :
AMBULANCE SERVICE RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA-BASE
13.1
Cllrs Falla and Sykes confirmed that their joint work to review/confirm the accuracy and completeness of the data-base supplied earlier by Wiltshire Ambulance Service was now virtually complete.  The Clerk to supply an e.copy as the basis for finalisation.  Action : Clerk (afternote on 10 Dec – actioned)
ITEM 14 :
WEB-SITE 
14.1
Cllr Falla confirmed that he had now obtained an access code for the Wiltshire Community Web and had explored its facilities.  He felt they were somewhat limited and hoped to find a better (dedicated)site which did not involve excessive cost. In the meantime he would now seek to populate the Wiltshire Web on a provisional basis.  He would also explore the position of Chute Forest Parish Council and wider community interests in which he was involved such as the CHRONICLE editorial board.
ITEM  15:
UNITARY AUTHORITY 
15.1
The WCC CE letter provided with the Agenda was discussed at some length and with some concern. The Chair advised that since full consultation was required and Kennet District Council had yet to adopt a position, it would be appropriate to await  developments before taking a position. This was agreed.
ITEM 16 :



ANY OTHER BUSINESS
16.1
Allotment Management.   The Chair suggested that matters such as that raised at Item 22.1 of the previous minutes would facilitated if dealt with at routine (say) annual informal meetings with allotment holders. This met with general approval – to be discussed at next Meeting.  Agenda action : Clerk
16.2
Youth Representation.    The Chair suggested that this objective, discussed before, should now be taken forward.  Youth members could not be co-opted to the Council – nor would they necessarily enjoy the whole range of Council business. They could perhaps be involved as advisors to an ad-hoc subcommittee.  To be discussed at the next Meeting.  Agenda action : Clerk
16.3





































The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 11th January 2007 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.00.
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Dated


